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thence to France, where he remained one 
year and a half, attending lectures on his 
favorite subjects at the College de France, etc., 
and working in the Biblioth&que Nationale. 
In 1883, he returned to the University of Leip- 
sic, where he carried on his academic studies, 
particularly in the department of English, be- 
ing nominated leader of the Anglo-Saxon Semi- 
nary under Prof. Wiilker; and took hispoctor's 
degree in 1885, receiving at the same time the 
degree of M. A. For the former, he presented a 
thesis on Konig Ael/red's Angelsachsische 
Bearbeitwug der Weltgeschichte des Orosius, 
(61 octavo pages, published by Niemeyer, 
Halle) "an exhaustive investigation of the na- 
ture and character of this translation." Be- 
sides this, Dr. Shilling has published in Mod- 
ern Language Notes two articles entitled, 
' Notes on the Finnsaga ' (cf. Nos. 6 and 7, pp. 
89, 116). 

At the beginning of the last Academic year 
(1885-6), Wm. Howard Perkinson was appoint- 
ed Instructor in Modern Languages at the 
University of Virginia. Mr. Perkinson is a 
graduate of that university in both the classical 
(1882) and modern languages (1883) and, im- 
mediately after graduation, was given an In- 
structorship in Latin in his Alma Mater. He 
afterward became a teacher in the Norfolk 
Academy, where he remained until he entered 
upon his present position. In this position he 
was preceded (1881-85) by Mr. Julian Taylor, [a 
graduate (M. A., 1874,) of the same University] 
who resigned to engage in duties connected 
with the Department of State, Washington. 

Mr. Chas. H. Grandgent has been appointed, 
for three years, Tutor of Modern Languages at 
Harvard University, where he was graduated 
in 1883. Since his graduation, he has spent 
one semester in Leipsic studying with Zarncke 
and Techmer and three Semesters at Paris with 
Gaston Paris, Paul Meyer and others. Mr. 
Grandgent has devoted four years, in all, to the 
acquiring of a practical knowledge of the mod- 
ern languages. He has written a short 'Study 
of Phonetics,' published in the Giornale di 
Erudizione, of Florence, Italy, and has in prep- 
aration a small ' Historical Grammar of the 
Romance Languages. ' 



OBITUARY. 

Herman C. Mflller, Alumni Professor of 
Modern Languages in Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio, died suddenly, in the midst 
of a recitation, on April 13, 1886, in the thirty- 
third year of his age. He was a native of the 
Baltic Provinces of Russia, where he received 
his early education and, in 1872, he completed 
his studies at one of the Gymnasia of St. Peters- 
burg. In 1877, he came to the United States, 
and, after remaining one year in New York 
City, where he gave private instruction in Ger- 
man and French, he removed to Beaver Falls, 
Pa., where he was engaged as teacher in an 
Academy. Thence he passed (1883) to the 
High School of Canton, Ohio, as teacher of 
German and Latin, and in 1884, was elected, 
as first encumbent, to the above-named pro- 
fessorship, founded by the Alumni of Witten- 
berg College. The vacancy caused by his 
death is now filled by Dr. Hugo Schilling. 

Leonce Rabillon, Lecturer on French Liter- 
ature at the Johns Hopkins University, died 
suddenly at Cape May, New Jersey, on August 
nth, 1886, in the seventy-third year of his age. 
Prof. Rabillon came to Baltimore many years 
ago and, up to the time of the opening of this 
University (1876), occupied himself with giving 
instruction in his native tongue, and was con- 
nected from time to time with several schools 
of the city in the same capacity. He was a Bache- 
lier 6s Lettres, University de France (1832), and 
LicenciS en Droit (1836). He published, in 
1856, 'Le Livre des Merveilles, Contes pour 
les enfants, tires de la mythologie par Na- 
thaniel Hawthorne' (Paris : Librairie de S. 
Hachette et C ie ), of which a second edition 
was issued in 1865 ; and, in 1885, followed the 
chief literary work of his life, a metrical trans- 
lation into English of the 'Chanson de Roland.' 
Besides his literary attainments, Prof. Rabillon 
was an artist of no mean ability. 

On August 27th, Mr. William Cook, Instruc- 
tor in French and German at the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology (cf. Modern 
Language Notes, No. 4, p. 61) and formerly 
Assistant Professor of German in Harvard Uni- 
versity, accidentally shot himself in the knee 
at Chatham on the Cape (Mass.), and died a 
few hours afterward. His principal literary 
work was a revision of Otto s German gram- 
mar, which is well known as a text-book. Just 
before his death, he published an 'Alphabeti- 
cal Table of the Principal Prefixes and Suffixes 
by which Nouns, Adjectives, Verbs and Ad- 
verbs are formed in German,' designed for 
reference. He was an occasional contributor 
to the Nation and an active member of The 
Modern Language Association, at the 
annual meeting of which, in December last, he 
presented a paper on 'College Instruction in 
Modern Languages : What should be Taught.' 
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